I   ACCUSE

Italy and Germany, and what was more important, he
had the respect of France and Great Britain, who wished
to risk nothing in the Spanish adventure.

In these circumstances to prolong the war meant
subjecting the Spanish people to fearful slaughter and the
loss of many men who would have fought uselessly for the
people's liberty and the country's integrity. The people,
starving, and with their morale broken up, publicly and
most anxiously demanded peace. The Military High
Command informed the Government that it was useless to
prolong the war, but nevertheless, Dr. Negrin, who had
abandoned his peace negotiations as a failure, kept up his
cry of resistance.

The people loathed this Government, to which the
Communists gave the pompous name of Dr. Negrin's
Government of National Union. The title could not have
been more inaccurate, since it was not a Government,
there was nothing National about it, and Dr. Negrin was
not at its head. It was an anti-Spanish dictatorship, ruled
by the Communist Party.

How did it govern? The Minister of Agriculture,
Vicente Uribe, member of the Political Bureau of the
Spanish Communist Party, received instructions from his
party, which in its turn obeyed instructions from Russia.
These were carried out by Dr. Negrin, and if by any chance
he opposed any of them, he was over-persuaded by that
most calamitous figure in all Spain, I mean Alvarez del
Vayo, prototype of the communistoide (a name which we
give in Spain to individuals who belong to one party whilst
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